




The finish line for the women and the starting line for the men will be at Ho–naunau, 
a native hawaiian place of great cultural significance. it is a great honor that the 
communities and families of Ho–naunau continue to support the Queen’s Race. 
We ask as you enter this area please park only in designated areas and walk in 
reverence to the history of this place and the community that calls Ho–naunau 
their home. Take a moment before or after your race to make sure no trash is 
left around you. Use the staging areas and be mindful of private property. If you 
see someone of the Ho–naunau community we encourage you to express your 
gratitude.   Mahalo for helping to ensure the future of this race.

Please scan the QR 
code to see the letter 

in regards to protecting 
and respecting our 

land and community at 
Ho–naunau.

       Keep boat 
ramp open for 
emergency access

Restricted access for       
 Kupuna, Medical and 
  boats loading to trailers

Ho– naunau
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Please be mindful 
of the land, 
community and ‘ohana 
while in Ho–naunau. 

Please make sure 
to only use reef-
safe sunscreen    
and to clean up 
after yourselves 
(throw away 
all trash and 
be mindful of 
your items).

Park in designated 
areas only and utilize 
the two proper ocean 
entry and exit areas, 
noted by signs.

Thank you for 
your support!
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2 0 2 5  D I V I S I O N  P R I Z E S

This year, in a addition to medals, the first place divisions winners 
will be awarded their Entry Fees to be covered for the 2026 Queen 

Liliuokalani Long Distance Canoe Race.

Saturday’s Signature Race Divisons
to be acknowledged with these awards:

First Place Women and Men - UNLIMITED

First Place Women and Men - TRADITIONAL

First Place Women and Men - KOA

First Place JUNIOR GIRLS AND JUNIOR BOYS

Mahalo to Johnson Brothers of Hawai‘i 
for sponsoring the 2026 entry fees for our first place divisionwinners! 

We look forward to division champions returning for the opportunity 
to defend their title!

Friday, August 29  •  4:00 pm – 5:00 pm
King Kamehameha Kona Beach Resort - Luau Grounds

Talk Story in Hawai‘i carries a tradition of casual conversation 
sharing history, ideas, opinions and the events of the day 
between people at any time.

Everyone is invited to join a select panel of coaches, 
of our international and local junior Queen’s Race crews, 
that are leading the way in training and racing around the 
world. We are honored to have visiting coaches 
Paul Tairarii Tetua (Team OPT) and Billy Tupea (Mataia Vaa) 
heading up the panel at this year’s Talk Story.

NEW!

Talk Story in Hawai‘i carries a tradition of casual conversation 

TalkStory
FREE!
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A Race Named For A Queen
 
50 years ago Kai ‘O

–
pua Canoe Club organizers began formulating 

and planning for a long distance canoe race that could serve as a 
warm up to other established long distance canoe races, including 
the iconic Moloka‘i Hoe between Moloka‘i and Oahu . They knew 
the timing would serve as the race foundation. 
What early race organizers didn’t realize, is that fifty years later, 
the Queen Lili‘uokalani Canoe Race would be iconic as well and 
recognized as the largest long distance canoe race in the world. 
As summer comes to a close across Hawaii, the canoe regatta 
season ends and paddlers transition to a long distance racing 
season. The original race organizers General Chairman Louis 
Kahanamoku and Race Secretary Mary Jane Kahanamoku knew 
that in order for the race to be sustainable, it would need to fit into 
the early long distance racing season to accommodate other races. 
The first weekend in September 1972 was the Labor Day holiday 
but more importantly, it was the birthday of Hawaii’s last reigning 
monarch Queen Lili‘uokalani. 
The first Queen Lili‘uokalani Canoe Race took place on September 
2, 1972 honoring and in celebration of Hawaii’s beloved Queen. 
Hawaii’s Beloved Queen Lili‘uokalani

Born in 1838 as Lydia Lili‘u Loloku Walania Wewehi Kamaka‘eha, she was groomed as a young queen in stature and 
knowledge. By the time she was a young adult, Lili‘uokalani was an accomplished scholar, musician, and talented 
composer. Many of Hawaii’s much loved mele (songs) were penned by Hawaii’s queen. In her lifetime, Lili‘uokalani 
composed more than 150 songs, including her most famous piece, “Aloha ‘Oe.” 
Her accession to the throne of Hawai‘i began when her brother King Kala–kaua was elected by the Hawaiian Legislature 
to the throne in 1874. At which time of King Kala–kaua’s coronation, he named his brother William Pitt Leleiohoku 
as heir to the throne. Unfortunately, Leleiohoku died in 1877. Princess Lydia Kamaka‘eha was named heir apparent 
the next day and received the title Lili‘uokalani. King Kala–kaua ruled the Hawaiian Kingdom until his death in 1891. 
It was then that Lili‘uokalani assumed the throne. 
Just a short time later, her reign was cut short in 1893 as the monarchy was overthrown by a group of local 
businessmen with assistance of the U.S. Marines. To avoid bloodshed, Queen Lili‘uokalani yielded control of the 
monarchy. Lili‘uokalani was imprisoned in 1895 and held under house arrest at ‘Iolani Palace for eight months. 
During her time of captivity, she translated the Kumulipo, the Hawaiian creation chant into English. 
When she was finally released from imprisonment Queen Lili‘uokalani immediately sought to reinstate her monarchy 
with United States President Grover Cleveland. She was not successful 
Queen Lili‘uokalani lived out her life in peace, and in 1909 she established her Trust Estate for the purpose of: “All the 
property of the Trust Estate … shall be used by the Trustees for the benefit of orphan and other destitute children in 
the Hawaiian Islands, the preference given to Hawaiian children of pure or part-aboriginal blood.” 
Queen Lili‘uokalani passed away in 1917 at the age of 79 and was laid to rest in the Royal Mausoleum at Mauna 
‘Ala on the island of Oahu.
 

Hulihe‘e Palace
Historic vacation home for Hawaiian royalty in the heart of Historic 
Kailua Village (Kailua-Kona)

Travel back to the days of the Hawaiian monarchy at Hulihe‘e Palace, 
located right on Ali‘i Drive in the heart of Historic Kailua Village 
(Kailua-Kona). Once a summer vacation home for Hawaiian royalty 
built in 1838, today Hulihe‘e Palace is a museum showcasing Victorian 
artifacts from the era of King Kala–kaua and Queen Kapi‘olani. 
The Palace features beautiful koa wood furniture, ornaments and 
artifacts from Hawai‘i’s royal past. In fact, this entire area of Kailua-
Kona town has great historical significance with Moku‘aikaua Church 
(Hawai‘i’s earliest Christian Church built in 1820) right across the street 
and Ahu‘ena Heiau (the last royal residence of King Kamehameha I) 
visible right across the Kailua Pier.

For more information: daughtersofhawaii.org/hulihee-palace/

TalkStory
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EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

REPORTING OF ACCIDENTS

All clubs will be responsible for the reporting of all accidents in the following manner:

1. The seriousness of injury to a paddler, or escort boat occupant, should be determined by a doctor 
as to whether emergency help should be called.

2. In the absence of a doctor, the nurse, the coach or his representative and/or escort boat captain 
will determine whether emergency help is needed. 

PROCEDURE FOR REPORTING ACCIDENTS
		
1. Radio message must be relayed to the Official Medical Boat via the Emergency VHF Channel 72.

2. In the case of extreme accident, contact the U.S. Coast Guard, Honolulu Group via VHF Channel 16.

3. In the event that radio contact cannot be made, a flare gun can be used in the following manner:
a. Point the flare gun skyward and fire three (3) flares.
b. Use large arm motions to nearby boats, waving the arms overhead.

4. Immediately upon making radio contact or sighting of flares, an Official Boat should locate and go 
to the vessel having difficulty.

5. The Official Boat should make certain that the Official Medical Boat is aware of the problem and 
assist in locating the vessel having difficulty.

6. A determination should be made as to which land pick-up point is closest to the vessel having 
difficulty.

a. If it is a medical emergency, pick-up points for an injured or ill party will be Kailua Pier, 
Keauhou Bay or Honaunau Bay.
b. Notification for ambulance assistance made by the Race Director or designee.

7. The following information shall be given upon radio contact:
a. Name of Canoe, color and Official Race Numbers on canoe;
b. Name of Vessel’s operator;
c. Approximate location;
d. Extent of problem (i.e., medical, mechanical). Describe clearly. Give name of individual if 
medical emergency.
e. Nearest recognizable landmark or satellite fix of longitude/latitude.

8. As required by State Law, a “Boating Accident” form must be completed by the vessel
operator within 48 hours of the accident. This is required if the accident results in:

a. Loss of life or the disappearance of any person;
b. Injury causing any person to require medical treatment beyond first aid;
c. Actual damage to any vessel or to any other property in excess of $200.



2025 QUEEN LILI‘UOKALANI OUTRIGGER CANOE RACES					     21

HYDRATION
Due to abnormally high air and water temperatures this year, 

it is important for all race participants to hydrate properly 
before and during all race activities.

MEDICAL EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS

Race Director — Mike Atwood……808-937-3255

Medical Directors — Dr. Ted Leon….…808-358-7071
                              Carl Adams…...…972-415-2233

 

	

MEDICAL TEAM

Medical crews are on official boats to respond to medical emergencies.
 

Medical staff available shore side at Honaunau Bay on Saturday, Aug. 30.
	

Medical staff available at Kailua Pier under the green tent.

Police/Fire:  Call  911

Refund Policy: No refunds will be given if the event is cancelled due to a 
natural disaster, extreme weather or for any other safety reason.



S P O N S O R S  O F  T H E  5 2 n d  Q U E E N  L I L I ‘ U O K A L A N I 
O U T R I G G E R  C A N O E  R A C E S

#queensrace      QLCanoeRace.com

KAI ‘OPUA CANOE CLUB   •   ESTABLISHED 1929   •   KAIOPUA.ORG
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